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BAI LAWYIER

T Bone Burnett called an album:
Criminal Under My Own Hat
Apropos — this is the self-account of my failure.

In the dumpster with my reputation and self-regard,
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This comes by way of AboveTheLaw.com which links to
MassLawyersWeekly.com report on the decision in the Matter
of Bartley J. King, a probate estate worth $1.2 million dollars. The
law firm handling the matter billed $800,000! Yikes! The
Masschusetts Supremee Judicial Court thinks, that just maybe, the
matter was overbilled and overlawyered. This is from the
MassLawyers Blawg post: B 2011 (277)
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K&L Gates, which charged a client $800,000 to defend a probate

estate of $1.2 million, has been accused of 'unnecessary
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overlawyering' by the Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court.

In a ruling in In the Matter of the Estate of Bartley J. King, released
today, Justice Margot Botsford wrote for a unanimous court that 'a
total of eighteen attorneys and paralegals were ‘
representing [the client], a remarkable number especially
when one takes into account the motion judge’s view that
the theories advanced by the contestants were not ‘overly
complex.’ 'Even a cursory review of the billing records suggests that
among all these attorneys there was duplication of effort,’ the judge
added, citing the fact that 'a fair amount of billing for the time of two
or more attorneys who were attending the same hearing.' The SJC
sent the case back to the Probate & Family Court to reconsider the fee

award.

Stephen G. Howard, who led K&L Gates’ work in the case, had racked
up the fees fending off attacks on the will of a 91-year-old who
bequeathed the entirety of his $1.2 million estate to one of his
daughters. Left out, his two other children and nine of his
grandchildren contested the will, but when the case went to trial in

2007, the daughter, Lois A. Folan, won on all counts.

Afterward, Howard asked to be paid $710,322 in legal fees and
$95,868 in costs. Lawyers for the other families balked, and a
Probate & Family Court judge eventually forged a compromise,
awarded $574,322 in fees. Boston lawyer Thomas F. Maffei, of
Griesinger, Tighe & Maffei in Boston, then appealed that award to the
SJC. Citing the size of the fees, the SJC remanded the case to the
Probate & F anﬁly Court to hear evidence on whether they should be

awarded.

'[A]t least some of the pretrial litigation activity ... reasonably could
be seen as unnecessary overlawyering in a case such as this, where
the decedent’s entire estate was worth $1.2 million, and where on
more than one occasion before trial, the trial judge made clear that
she thought a trial would be necessary because of unresolved factual
issues,’ Botsford wrote. Maffei called the decision a ‘wake-up call.'
'When it comes to legal fees, reasonableness is still the test,' he tells
Lawyers Weekly. 'Not every litigation is a ‘bet-the-company case.™

We talk about bad lawyers all the time, but this case highlights
something I've said on Bad Lawyer since the outset, the real
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thieves get away with it all the time. Their law firms have marbled
foyers, antique furniture, and silver service. Rarely are they caught
out in full rapaciousness, as attorney Howard and K & L Gates--by
the way, check their website. Apparently these Massachusetts Judges
didn't get an invite to the last firm soiree, oops.

Here's betting, the attempted ransack of this estate by K & L. Gates

results in no disciplinary action.

POSTED BY ANONYMOUS AT 8:00 AM  [5]
LABELS: OVERBILLING, OVERLAWYER, PROBATE

2 COMMENTS:

Anonymous April 28, 2010 at 12:13 PM

they want the property now
Reply

Anonymous April 24, 2013 at 10:23 PM

The following is my individual opinion. Has anyone looked at
Stephen G. Howard's K&L Gates colleague George L.
Cushing's public record of client billing? If you think Howard
was egregious in "his type of over-lawyering” you won't
believe the magnitude of Cushing's unethical and possibly
fraudulent billing activities.

Of course, isn't K&L Gates and the Judge even more corrupt
by authorizing these accounts without exception? The Suffolk
Family and Probate Court is a great place to start researching

the wrongs of Howard, Cushing, K&L Gates and Judge
Chouteau Merrill/Levine and many others.

Reply

- Enter your comment...

byt ’

Comment as: | Select profile...[ V]

Publish . Preview

httn:/Mhadlawrvernve hlaossnat com/2010/01/aver-lawvered-nrobablv. html

Page 3 of 8

Nancy Grace, Media -@#%$&

Bottle Attacks? Glassings?

Do Not Piss Off the Secretary!

Speedy Trial

Feeding the Poor Is Like
Feeding Stray Dogs, They ...

Thieving Lawyers--Thieving
Law Schools [re-edit]

Pedestrians In Crosswalks

Murder Mystery Fans

That Candy Is Almost as
Addictive as Crack Cocaine...

Fake Electrocutions of

Inmmates, That's a Lot of FFu...

Shylock, Usury and the Letter
of the Law

Machette's in Bars, Why Not?

Fire the Tomboy, Whatta You
Mean--That's Sex Discr...

Delaware Judge William C.
Bradley is a Child Moles...

Ex-Con Ex-Lawyer Just Keeps
On Stealing

Boys and Their Toys--Part 6
The Police Let a Littl...

Some Idiot On the Jury
Watched this Video and
Does...

Sheriff Joe--Taxpayers Pay
$990 per Hour for Joe's...

Too Stoopid Client, Too
Stoopid Lawyer

Free Speech Is Not Free

Professional Courtesy: Part 2--
Give Me a Break!

Taco Bell Taco Toss

Q: What Do You Say to a
Recent Law School Grad?

3/7/2014



